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The information disclosure statement submitted herewith is being filed: 

Within three months of the filing date of the application or date of entry into the national stage of an 
international application or before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits, whichever 
event occurs last. 37 C.F.R. section 1 .97(b). 

OR 

( ) After three months of the filing date of this national application or the date of entry of the national 
stage as set forth in Section 1.491 in an international application or after the mailing date of the first 
Office action on the merits, whichever event occurred last but before the mailing date of either: 



( 1 ) a final action under Section 1.113, 



CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. SECTIONS 1.8(a) and 1.10* 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

MAILING 

@ deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 

1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

37 C.F.R. SECTION 1.8(a) 37 C.F.R. SECTION 1.10* 

@ with sufficient postage as first class mail. □ as "Express Mail Post Office to Address" 

Mailing Label No. 

TRANSMISSION 

□ transmitted by facsimile to the Patent and Trademark Office. 
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Signature 

Sean Hunziker 

Date: February 1 8. 2004 (type or print name of person certifying) 



* 



WARNING: Each paper or fee filed by "Express Mail" must have the number of the "Express Mail" mailing label placed 
thereon prior to mailing. 37 C.F.R. section 1. 10(b). "Since the filing of correspondence under section 1. 10 without the Express 
Mail mailing label thereon is an oversight that can be avoided by the exercise of reasonable care, requests for waiver of this 
requirement will not be granted on petition. " Notice of Oct. 24, 1996, 60 Fed. Reg. 56,439, at 56,442. 
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(2) a notice of allowance under Section 1 .3 1 1 , or 

(3) an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application 

whichever occurs first. 

( ) Accompanying this transmittal is the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. Section 1 .1 7(p) for submission of an 
information disclosure statement under Section 1 .97(c). ($1 80.00). 

( ) Each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 37 C.F.R. Section 1 .97(e)(l ). 

( ) No item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application and to the knowledge of 
the person signing the statement after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in Section 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement. 37 C.F.R. Section 1.97(e)(2). 

FEE PAYMENT 

[ ) The fee due is set forth in 37 C.F.R. Section 1.1 7(p) for submission of an information disclosure 
statement under Section 1 .97(c) ($ 1 80.00). 

[x] Applicant believes no fee is due in connection with this submission. 



Fee due $0.00 



METHOD OF PAYMENT OF FEE 



( ) Attached is a check in the amount of $ . 

( ] Charge Account No. 50 1 668 in the amount of $0.00 



( ] A duplicate of this request is attached. 



If any additional fees are due, please charge Account 501668. 
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